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Forgotten Books, 2015. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from The Liar: A
Comedy in Three Acts Carlo Goldoni was born in Venice on the 25th of February, 1707, in a house at the corner of the Ca Cent Anni. For forty years he
was doing everything, going everywhere. He was Advocate, Candidate for Holy Orders, Coadjutor of the Criminal Chancellor, Clerk of the
Procurator, Consul of the Republic of Genoa at Venice, writer, compiler of almanacks, once nearly a monk - no kind of adventurer, and always
having adventures; and for forty years meeting every kind of person from diplomats and ladies of pleasure to swindlers and poets: utterly young in
a quiet old way - old in that he seldom gave way to despair. Not sentimental, not tragic, smiling - always a good little disposition; absentminded, yet
living entirely in the present; frank, but neither vain nor proud; full of good qualities, - what we should call a dear little man. No more like the other
Venetians of those sceptical times than Voltaire was like the disbelievers of his land - a child like Voltaire, but less roguish; and very fond of the
theatre. The reason I do not say he was passionately fond of it is that this is just what he was not. In those days every Italian went to the theatre and
went into raptures or furies with what he saw. But every Italian was not passionately fond of the theatre. Only the actors were that, and the theatre
of Italy in the eighteenth century was still the theatre of the actors. Unless you know something about the European theatre of the sixteenth,
seventeenth, and eighteenth centuries you will not know that the Italian actors practically...
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