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Forgotten Books, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from Edinburgh
Medical Journal, 1880 The whole conduct of things in the world is necessarily so based on the assumption that every man is a responsible being with
a sound mind, that any exception to this, when it occurs, has a very start ling effect. In the early ages it was not admitted that such a thing was
possible, and when a man s mind was clearly altered from its normal state, and his mental personality changed, they explained it by the theory that
some other personality had entered temporarily into the man, driven out and overpowered the true occupant, and that the man was possessed with
a devil, or some spirit good or had other than his own. It is certainly no wonder that before the physi ology of the brain was studied such a theory
was adopted. The facts were so inexplicable on any current hypothesis of mind that they needed a supernatural cause. Looked at from the human
and social point of view, no other disease at all approaches mental dis order in the terror it inspires, the sense of helplessness it causes, the deep
distress to relatives, and the disturbance of all social ties. It is no wonder that its study was backward, and its treatment barbar ous, up till quite
recent times. But the modern scientific spirit could not, and did not, allow this field to lie fallow, and its study was hardly begun when its profound
interest and great importance were seen. It was soon recognised that the mode of study of this depart ment must be precisely the same as that
required for physiology and pathology. The physiologist had to study normal mind as a...
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