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Active Love a Criterion of Spiritual Life: A Sermon Preached in Substance at St. James s Church, Piccadilly, Before the Church Penitentiary
Association on Thursday, May 15, 1862 This character of teaching - always most forcible is especially needful for those who are recent converts to
the Faith of Christ. To them, the lines which separate truth and falsehood, sin and holiness, are not as yet so clear that the sight of these bold and
prominent landmarks can be dis pensed with. Such persons are still, to a great extent, feeling their way. That which may be a platitude or an axiom
to others, has for them all the welcome freshness of a newly discovered and original truth. Writing for such as these, who sit on the lower forms in
the school of Our Blessed Saviour, the Apostle of Love makes himself at once under stood by them; while yet his words, that seem so simple, reveal
an unfathomable depth of truth to those who have known Our Lord best and longest. In mapping out the New Life for beginners, he does not forget
the needs of the most advanced. The New Life, which Our Lord has by His Spirit shed upon the Church, is in this epistle drawn out from the recesses
of the soul into the public highway of human language. Here we note the essence of this life communion with the Father and His Blessed Son. Here
we see its ideal - nothing less than perfection in the ways of God. Here we study its calm yet firm grasp of revealed dogma, its sense of remaining
inner sin, yet of abounding light, streaming from the Unction...
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