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Number: (OCoLC)192151709 Subject: Alien criminals -- Mexican-American Border Region. Excerpt: . . . 11 On December 16, 2005, all 219 House
Republicans voting that day opposed a Democratic proposal to improve border security and immigration enforcement by fulfilling the 9 11
Commissions border security recommendations. The proposal would have hired more border agents, ended the catch and release practice by
authorizing 100, 000 additional detention beds, and incorporated state-of-the art surveillance technology, including cameras, sensors, radar,
satellites, and Unmanned Aerial Vehicles in order to ensure 100 border coverage, HR 4437, Vote 660, 12 16 2005, 198 - 221 . In addition, I introduced H.
R. 4044, the Rapid Response Border Protection Act , to meet our border security needs by providing the Border Patrol with the per-sonnel,
equipment, and resources they need to secure our border. Yet, the Repub-lican leadership in Congress has not allowed this bill to move forward.
When the Administration and Congress obstructs eIorts to secure the border, states and local governments are leJ holding the bag. Cities and
states have to choose between funding schools versus doing the Federal governments job of secur-ing the borders. The President has acknowledged
that our border security needs more than just fences and deportations. But we need leadership, not just hollow rhetoric, on this issue. The public
needs to know these facts so that it is not duped into believing that Congress and the Administration is now doing - or in the five years since 9 11 has
been doing - all it can to protect our borders. I look forward to hearing from the witnesses honest, complete, and balanced testi-mony about the
real tools they need to secure...
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