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time, peril, and uncertain issue. In the meanwhile the settlements would never be secure from his secret and daring enterprises, and the working of
the mines would be subject to frequent interruption. While perplexed on this subject, Columbus was relieved by an oKer of Alonzo de Ojeda, to take
the Carib chieLain by stratagem, and deliver him alive into his hands. The project was wild, hazardous, and romantie, characteristic of Ojeda, who
was fond of distinguishing himself by extravagant exploits and feats of desperate bravery. Choosing ten bold and hardy followers, well armed and
well mounted, and invoking the protection of his patroness the Virgin, whose image as usual he bore with him as a safeguard, Ojeda plunged into
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