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Forgotten Books, 2018. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Heathen
Mythology Men of a phlegmatic disposition, observes Dr. Turner, or of a censorious temper, never cease to rail against the delightful fictions with
which Homer and Hesiod, and their poetical imitators have enriched and embellished their works; but although these fictions did not contain many
useful instructions, and important truths, would there be any reason to attack and destroy a system, which peoples and animates nature, and which
makes a solemn temple of the vast universe? These ?owers, whose varied and shining beauty you so much admire, are the tears of Aurora. It is the
breath of Zephyrus which gently agitates the leaves. The soft murmurings of the waters are the sighs of the Naiades. A god impels the wind a god
pours out the rivers grapes are the gift of Bacchus Ceres presides over the harvest; orchards are the care of Pomona. Does a shepherd sound his
reed on the summit of a mountain, it is Pan, who with his pastoral pipe returns the amorous lay. When the sportsman s horn rouses the attentive
ear, it is Diana, armed with her bow and quiver, and more nimble than the stag that she pursues, who takes the diversion of the chase. The sun is
agod, who, riding in a car of fire, diffuses his light through the world: the stars are so many divinities, who measure with their golden beams, the
regular progress of time the moon presides over the silence of night and consoles the world for the absence of her brother. Neptune reigns in the
sea, surrounded by the Naiades, who dance to the joyous shells of the Tritons. In the highest heaven is seated Jupiter, master and father...
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