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lands reclamation -- United States. Excerpt: . . . 11 in my district that was started when a culm bank caught fire from a burning trash pile. This is
most unfortunate because many of these fires could be prevented if proper reclamation activities where undertaken. Beyond the environmental
concerns, failure to address this devastation amounts to a public health problem. For instance, the Office of Surface Mining ( OSM ) estimates that in
Pennsylvania alone over 1. 6 million people are potentially at risk from mine hazards. OSM defines a person as being at risk if they reside within one
mile of a Priority 1 or Priority 2 site. Every year dozens of people are either injured or killed by exploring or playing in abandoned mines. By
reclaiming these aban-doned mines, many of these accidents could be prevented. Unfortunately, an appropriate amount of funding is not being
allocated for the purpose of reclaiming these mine lands and contaminated waters. Currently, the Abandoned Mine Land program is the only source
of Federal money available for reclaiming abandoned mine lands. While the AML Fund provides much-needed re-sources for redeveloping
devastated coal mining land areas, these funds have proven inadequate to address the huge amount of health, safety and environmental prob-lems
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