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Polity Press, United Kingdom, 2011. Paperback. Condition: New. 1. Auflage. Language: English . Brand New Book. The 2010 general election caught
many by surprise as it swept away the old certainties of two-party politics. But, as Stephen Driver shows in this new book, multi-party politics had
already established itself as a feature of contemporary British political life. In recent years, both Labour and the Conservatives lost their iron grip on
the electorate and the Liberal Democrats emerged as a significant and credible third party force across the country. In local, devolved and
European elections, smaller parties from across the ideological spectrum have been adding to the political mix. This fluid and uncertain political
scene provides a unique moment to explore the dynamics of UK political parties and the key challenges facing them as they grapple with the
changing shape of politics in 21st century Britain. Key questions explored in this book include: * How far have Labour and the Conservatives escaped
from the shadow of Thatcherism? * What turned the Liberal Democrats from a party of protest to a party of power? * To what extent have green
and far-right politics entered the political mainstream? * What impact, if any, has devolution had on party lines across the UK? Moreover, at a time
when trust in politics has hit an all time low, political parties are facing a crisis in confidence. Membership of mainstream parties has melted away,
while support for pressure groups in areas such as the environment and human rights has grown. At the same time, parties rely on hired
professionals to win support among the growing number of independently-minded voters. In understanding how political parties have become
much more aggressive, professionally-driven organizations, this book points to real concerns about their capacity to engage and mobilise an
increasingly...
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