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Createspace, United States, 2013. Paperback. Condition: New. Pierre-Paul Prud Hon (illustrator). Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****. The history of John, in the Growth of a Soul, is the story of Strindberg himself, in the days when he, the ardent young poet and rebel,
was rapturously reading Schiller s The Robbers, was rising above the disillusionments of life and rapidly growing in the invigorating atmosphere of
learning. This is one of the few characters under consideration whose intellectual development we are privileged to watch, and we are reminded at
every stage in the struggle that it is Strindberg himself who experienced this, and is experiencing it once more in the character of John. For
Strindberg peeks over John s shoulder, as it were, seeing and commenting on every incident in John s career. At the opening of the book, we find
John, the student, on his way to the university at Upsala. He stayed there only three months; then, his meagre scholarship funds exhausted, he went
back home. But during these three months one could recognize many decided traits in the discontented boy. In the first place although he was poor,
too poor to buy books, he refused aid of any sort; unlike the universal student he even refused to borrow his roommate s coat. He was impatient of
the routine, the formality, the slowness, the emptiness of the curriculum and its professors, uncompromising in his refusal to resort to the bowing
and scraping necessary to gain entrance into classes and social clubs. He had a fine contempt for his roommate s hypocritical deference to the
social group, and quarreled miserably with him. He hated Upsala, loved nature, and had a vague desire to get a degree-but how and why he knew
not. He was...
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