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Seminar paper from the year 2011 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade: 1,0, University of Tubingen, language:
English, abstract: 1. Introduction:. This is the basic plot of the legend of King Lear. Geoffrey of Monmouth, a magister and later bishop of Saint
Asaph, used it for his Historia Regum Britanniae, also known as The History of the Kings of Britain, a work which pretends to be a history of the
British rulers. It was written between 1135 and 1138 and served William Shakespeare as a source for his tragedy called King Lear, which was written
between 1603 and 1606. It is no big secret that legends, plays and even traditions sometimes undergo massive changes in the course of time. By
comparing the modern celebration of Halloween or St. Nicholas Day to their original meaning, we are able to detect various differences. These
changes could be seen as a kind of defamiliarization of their ancient message. Can they simply be seen as a try to change old and established
elements into modern and popular objects that are suitable for the longing and the desire of the mass By having a closer look at today s
commercial character of Halloween and Christmas, one would tend to agree. On the other side, it seems to be quite logical that different periods
with different social and political circumstances can cause different interpretations and expectations of a piece of literature or an event. Although
Shakespeare s and Geoffrey s works are dealing with the same background legend, their message and their intentions seem to be quite different. As
it was Shakespeare who adapted the Lear story and...
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