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December of 1992, theorists, observers, and instrument builders gathered at the California Institute of Technology to discuss the search for answers
to these questions. The International Conference, entitled `Planetary Systems: Formation, Evolution, and Detection&apos; and supported through
NASA&apos;s newly formed TOPS (Toward Other Planetary Systems) program, was the first of a series of conferences uniting researchers across
disciplines and political boundaries to share thoughts and information on planetary systems. The conference was sponsored by NASA, hosted by JPL
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