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AMERIC AN PSYC HO AND SOC IAL C RIT IC ISM. ILLUSION OR REALIT Y?      

GRIN Publishing Feb 2014, 2014. sonst. Bücher. Condition: Neu. Neuware - Seminar paper from the year 2013 in the subject English - Literature,
Works, grade: 1,0, Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz, language: English, abstract: The filming of Bret Easton Ellis' bestseller novel American
Psycho caused a major scandal aFer its publication in 2000 (Lee Brien). It covers the story of the serial killer Patrick Bateman, who enjoys a good
reputation everywhere in Manhattan. Bateman is a young, athletic, handsome, successful, and stereotypical 1980s yuppie, who you are able to see in
magazines, journals, advertising for Calvin Klein or Hugo Boss, and on Wall Street. On the other hand, he murders, rapes, tortures, mutilates, and
cannibalizes his victims, but his cruel acts remain undetected. At first sight, Patrick's behavior seems very irritating because he neither provides the
audience with any reasons for his murders, nor with any psychological insight into his character to justify his actions. Taking a closer look, his
behavior and violence are an expression of the materialistic, superficial nature of the American society to which Bateman wants to belong 'and into
which his sickness and inhumanity do actually 'fit'' (Horsley 222).Although a lot of Bateman's brutal actions are shown, at the end of the movie the
audience comes to question if all these murders really happened because some inconsistencies in his story become apparent e.g. Bateman outlines
the murder of a man, who at this point was not even in town. Therefore, the question is raised as to whether the murders are real or just a product
of Bateman's imagination, and if they are real, is the society so over the top that not even the crime matters and he is able to escape unpunished In
this paper, this question and especially what the murders are about to express...
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