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the decline in the authority of many ministers, the undermining of the constitutional position and consequent eCectiveness of the civil service, the
fragmentation of government and the public sector into a mass of bodies with complex but ill-defined relations between them, and the ramifying of
a system of government which, despite its protestations, is less interested in delivering results than managing news. The book traces these
developments, especially over the last 25 years, but most intensively since 1997. It looks to a major change in the ways of government. It doubts
whether a change of prime minister or party would remove current defects. It considers other possible alternatives, particularly a constitutional
change to a presidential system of government, or the introduction of a legal constitution. It concludes by arguing that, although venturing in new
and untried directions might seem attractive,...
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