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Three Rivers Press (CA). Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 360 pages. Dimensions: 9.0in. x 6.0in. x 0.8in.A breathtaking true story of a
rescue mission undertaken by a young woman and her family in one of the most repressive countries in the world. Helie Lee often had heard her
grandmother speak of an uncle, lost decades ago when he was a child during the familys daring escape from North Korea. As an adult, he was still
living there under horrid conditions. When her grandmother began to ail, Helie became determined to reunite her with her eldest son, despite
tremendous odds. Helies mission became even more urgent when she realized that her first book, the bestselling novel Still Life with Rice, about the
familys escape, might have angered the North Korean government and put her uncle in danger. Pushing through rivers and forests, fighting the
cold, bribing and manipulating border guards, gangsters, and secret service agents, Helie and her father finally achieve their goal. But there are
many hurdles. Her uncle is forced to make a harrowing choice: leave his North Korean family behind or continue to live in oppression and
starvation away from his beloved mother. And Helie has to face her deep, sometimes ambivalent, emotions about her identity in the family and as a
Korean American woman. Unmarried and outspoken, she struggles in Korea, where women marry early and keep silent, and writes eloquently
about the landscape there, both literal and cultural. She comes through a heartbreaking love affair only to face an intense and confusing
relationship with the Guidethe man who, despite being crude and macho, ultimately helps to save her uncle and eventually his extended family
through several daring acts of heroism. In the Absence of Sun is a riveting adventure story and a powerful tale of family...
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