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beyond the Italian drama. There are single chapters in the Old Testament that are worth all the poetry ever written in the New World and nine-
tenths of that written in the Old. The Jews of those ancient days had imagination, they had dignity, they had ears for sweet sound, they had, above
all, the faculty of grandeur. The stupendous music that issued from them has swept their barbaric demonology along with it, setting at naught the
collective intelligence of the human species; they embalmed their idiotic taboos and fetishes in undying strains, and so gave them some measure of
the same immortality. A race of lawgivers? Bosh! Leviticus is as archaic as the Code of Manu, and the Decalogue is a fossil. A race of seers? Bosh
again! The God they saw survives only as a bogey-man, a theory, an uneasy and vexatious ghost. A race of traders and sharpers? Bosh a third time!
The Jews are as poor as the Spaniards. But a race of poets, my lords, a race of poets! It is a vision of beauty that has ever haunted them. And it.
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