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**xxxx Excerpt from The Packard Commercial Arithmetic The question as to whether a new Commercial Arithmetic was called for, is answered in the
ready sale which has attended the publication of this volume. It does not necessarily argue that other arithmetics have failed to meet a large
popular demand, or that those who use them are dissatisfied with them. It simply emphasizes the fact that what may suit one intelligent teacher will
not, for that reason alone, suit another; and nothing could make this point clearer than to state, what is really true, that all the Commercial
Arithmetics that have appeared during the past ten years have been prepared by active teachers, who required certain things in their own work not
to be found in existing books. There are few, if any, text books that could not, in some respects, be changed to advantage by those who use them;
and the main reason why there are not fifty text books where there is but one is a reason of economy, rather than of inability of teachers to prepare
their own books, or even of entire satisfaction with the books in use. It is worthy of notice that, in the line of commercial text books particularly,
there is a growing tendency to authorship on the part of wide awake teachers; so much so that there are to-day twenty treatises on book-keeping
where there was one twenty years ago; and in the line of commercial mathematics, commercial law and practical grammar, one can safely
calculate on a new book every six months. Nobody has a right to complain of this tendency. It should, in fact, give great satisfaction to all...
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