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Forgotten Books. Paperback. Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. 752 pages. Dimensions: 9.0in. x 6.0in. x 1.5in.Excerpt from The History
of Masonry, Vol. 10: From the Building of the House of the Lord, and Its Progress Throughout the Civilized World, Down to the Present Timelt has
been said that the business of a historian is to detail facts, unaccompanied by his opinions in favor of, or against particular theories. Others go
further, and say that theory in history is preposterous. Now all this sounds very well; as all men would be likely to agree in saying that the collation
and proper arrangement of facts does indeed constitute history. But it is a question of grave importance, whether, under certain circumstances, it
does not become the duty of the historian to do something more than this. How should we, at the present day, be able to arrive at a knowledge of
some of the most important events of the middle ages, had not historians, after having detailed the known facts, reasoned from cause to effect, in
order to prove the existence of other facts, not self-evident One class of historians give us a very interesting and somewhat detailed account of the
reign of Queen Semiramis, while another class, equally honest and intelligent, tell us that no such Queen ever lived, though both agree in stating the
important facts of the supposed reign. Here is a palpable contradiction; and yet is it possible, by the use of other facts and reasonable deductions,
drawn from thence, to determine which is right. Even at the present day, witnesses are being exhumed from the bowels of the earth, which, of
themselves, speak no language now understood, but when submitted to the antiquarian tests, and compared with other and known developments,
are madeto...
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