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Crisis: An Address Delivered in the United Presbyterian Church, Gettysburg, Pa;, Tuesday, October 25, 1864 For so shall | address you this morning,
and for the reason that while | am speaking from the altar of my sacred minis trations, | could wish to be regarded for once, not in the high
character of the minister of God, but in that simply of an American citizen, - it is scarcely possible to over-estimate the importance of the campaign
through which we are now pass ing. It is, 1n my humble view, most unlike any of those through which we have already passed - campaigns which
have proved to be but the mere quadrennial epochs of our national life. This bids fair to become the very crisis of our history - the turning point, for
weal or for woe, of our na tional existence. Never were there issues so vast - never were there responsibilities so grave devolved upon any peo ple as
are those that are devolved upon our people to-day. It would be impossible for me here, as well as foreign to the object | have in view upon the
present occasion, to attempt even the briefest recital of the things which combine to give the most unprecedented character and weight to the
impend ing presidential election. But Widely different as may be, and, no doubt, are the views that you severally entertain of the relative importance
of these things, you will all agree with me that never has there been such a time, and that, in all prob-ability, never shall there be such another a
time as this, - a time involving so momentous an issue -...
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