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**xxxx Excerpt from Interstate Commerce: Speech of Hon. Charles W. Willard of Vermont; House of Representatives, March 24, 1874 The House having
under consideration the bill (H. R. No. 1385) to regulate commerce by railroads among the several States - Mr. Willard said: Mr. Speaker, when this
subject of the regulation of rates of transportation of merchandise among the States was last before the House, | obtained the floor by the courtesy
of a member of the committee, the gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. Stone;] and | was prepared at that time to speak with more method and
directness than | shall now be able to do. If | proceed, therefore, in a some what desultory way, and with little attention to the logical order of my
remarks, | hope this will be a partial excuse for so doing. | deem it a favorable circumstance, in connection with this discussion, that it cannot fairly
be said to take a party character. Gentlemen who have been always and still are associated with the democratic party have spoken in favor of this
bill, and announced their purpose to vote for it. Gentlemen upon this side of the House, who have always acted with the republican party, have
criticised sharply many of the features of the bill, and have announced their purpose of voting against it in its present shape. It does not, therefore,
seem possible, Mr. Speaker, that party lines can or ought to be drawn in the settlement of so important a question as the proposed measure
presents for the consideration of this body. | know, sir, that in the discussion on the bill something has been said of State...
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