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not commonplace. It influences severely the life-history of the poor, among whom almost every individual must be a breadwinner: it mars many a
career, which otherwise might be so successful, among those with the best social surroundings. It is, then, of great importance among the things
that form the activities of a surgeon s life; and in dealing with it he may worthily exercise his best qualities, for not only does it demand high powers
of brain and hand, but it will test his skill and patience to the utmost. And to my younger confreres may | say that they will meet tubercular arthritis
far more frequently than abdominal mysteries, with all their fascinating perplexities? So it seems to me that | am justified in trying to lay before you
shortly the claims of competing methods, and to arrive at a fair appreciation of them. | start with the admission that by far the greater number of
cases, if seen early, are amenable to a certain degree to treatment by mechanical methods. Some appliance, such as Thomas s splint, which gives
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