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Scribe Publishing, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. The reality is that little is
known of Aristophanes actual life but eleven of his forty plays survive intact and upon those rest his deserved reputation as the Father of Comedy or,
The Prince of Ancient Comedy. Accounts agree that he was born sometime between 456BC and 446 BC. Many cities claim the honor of his birthplace
and the most probable story makes him the son of Philippus of AEgina, and therefore only an adopted citizen of Athens, a distinction which, at times
could be cruel, though he was raised and educated in Athens. His plays are said to recreate the life of ancient Athens more realistically than any
other author could. Intellectually his powers of ridicule were feared by his influential contemporaries; Plato himself singled out Aristophanes play
The Clouds as a slander that contributed to the trial and condemning to death of Socrates and although other satirical playwrights had also
caricatured the philosopher his carried the most weight. His now lost play, The Babylonians, was denounced by the demagogue Cleon as a slander
against the Athenian polis. Aristophanes seems to have taken this criticism to heart and thereaIer caricatured Cleon mercilessly in his subsequent
plays, especially The Knights. His life and playwriting years were undoubtedly long though again accounts as to the year of his death vary quite
widely. What can be certain is that his legacy of surviving plays is in eJect both a treasured legacy but also in itself the only surviving texts of Ancient
Greek comedy.
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