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CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform. Paperback. Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. 24 pages. Dimensions: 7.8in. x 5.1in. x
0.1in.The Conversation of Eiros And Charmion is a short story by Edgar Allan Poe, an apocalyptic science fiction story first published in Burtons
Gentlemans Magazine in 1839. Two people, who have been renamed Eiros and Charmion aEer death, discuss the manner in which the world ended.
Eiros, who died in the apocalypse, explains the circumstances to Charmion, who died ten years previously: A new comet is detected in the Solar
System; comets are well understood by astronomers, who believe that, being very tenuous, they could have no eGect on the Earth, and are not
related to ancient prophecies of the destruction of the world. Astronomers calculate that the comet is approaching the Earth; as it does so, they
study it, and people increasingly take an interest. When it is almost upon Earth, people experience exhilaration, which is at first assumed to be relief
that the comet has no harmful eGects; but this is followed by pain and delirium; it is as though the ancient prophecies, once dismissed by
astronomers, have been confirmed. This eGect on peoples behavior is discovered to be caused by the loss of nitrogen from the atmosphere, leaving
pure oxygen, which finally bursts into flame when the comet nucleus hits. Poe, writing this story in 1839, was capitalizing on the excitement in the
1830s caused by William Millers predictions of the end of the world. He predicted in 1831 that the world would end in 1843. In the early 19th century,
several comets were seen; in particular, Halleys Comet returned in 1835, and there was interest in Enckes Comet, whose periodicity had recently been
calculated; it appeared in 1838, and its return was expected in 1942. All...
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