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down too thickly, and since then had been silent, gazing pensively at the far line of hills toward the west. Margaret Adams looked closely at the girl
before replying. For the past few days she had seen that there was something unusual weighing upon Pollys mind, since she was never able to
conceal her emotions, and had wondered whether she was feeling homesick or if something had occurred to worry her. But she only answered
lightly: No, Polly, | am afraid when one is thirty-five one is more apt to wish to be nineteen than nine. But would you like to tell me, dear, what special
objection there is to your present age Dont, if you feel that you would rather not, or if you would be betraying a confidence. But Polly gave a
characteristic shrug. No, she returned, | would not be betraying a confidence, only an imagination, and since the imagination happens to be my
own, | suppose | have the right to betray it. Not comprehending exactly what the younger girl was trying to say and yet understanding that she
would make herself plain later on, the woman quietly waited. She was interested in the processes of Pollys mind and liked to see them work
themselves out. Do you like foreign men was the girls next apparently irrelevant question. But by this time Miss Adams had begun to have a faint
suspicion of what might be at the end of her companions confession. For in the past two weeks since Pollys, Bettys and Esthers visit to the German
forest, she too had become interested in some of its consequences. Yet she answered with entire...
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