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The Value of the Union: Republished From the Continental Monthly of May and June, 1863 Now the civilization inaugurated upon our continent, in
these United States, may be said to be, indeed is, the result of all that have preceded it. It combines somewhat of the elements of all the civilizations
that have been strung along the earth s eastern semi Circumference, besides others, peculiar to itself. And why should it not be considered as the
bud and opening ower growing out of the summit of all the past, and for which the long ages have made toilsome preparation. Long time does it
take for stem and leaves to unfold, but in the end comes the ower, and then the fruit. But here, in this bud of splendid promise, the American Union,
lurks the foul worm of slavery, threatening to blast the fondest hopes of mankind by de stroying this glorious augury of a ma ture civilization, where
man shall de velop into the full earthly stature of a being created in the divine image. Shall it be Not if the North is faith ful to God, to mankind, and
to itself. Let us take courage. The westward travelling sunbeams have ever to op pose the western darkness, but they conquer always. So American
civiliza tion, also, has its darkness and bar baric elements to battle with, but they too, God willing, shall vanish before it. Why have we been forced
into this desperate, unexpected con ict? One reason may possibly be, that by it, we may be aroused to a living sense of the great value of our
inheritance, the Union, when threatened with its loss. Blessings brighten...
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