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**xxx Excerpt from Keys in Shakespeare s Treasure House: A Series of Questions Covering Certain of the Bard s Plays, Designed to Aid Students and
to Point a Way for the Desultory Reader At the first blush, so pretentious a title as the one chosen for the following series of questions may appear to
mean no more than rashness and gross presumption on the part of the compiler, that all the Intellectual wealth of Shakespeare lies under lock and
key, and that she alone has the means of throwing open the doors to the world. But It will be noticed that Keys - the plural - Is used, and this is the
compiler s salvation. For thereby is Implied any number of locked doors and any number of keys, and refuge may always be taken behind the
indisputable fact, that all the keys have never been gathered into one hand. His genius so measured the expanse and plumbed the depths of all
humanity, that nothing less than the entire world of mankind can respond to his Infinitely various touches; but it is possible to take advantage of the
labors of those who have devoted years of study to these dramas, and by the method adopted, gain a wider knowledge and a quickened
appreciation of the work for ourselves. Hence, this series. The object Is to search for the impulse behind the thought; or, in other words, to penetrate
as far as possible toward the spring that controls the engine. To do this means to study everything In the drama, in its relation to every other thing.
In Shakespeare there are no non-essentials. The following questions aim at the...
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