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Akashic Books,U.S., United States, 2016. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. Based on a true story, The Mastermind is
a tense political thriller about a successful Guatemalan lawyer whose life takes a strange turn when a failed affair leads to his faking his own death
and implicating the government. Unger s searing political criticism blends with gripping real-life details to sketch an unforgettable picture of
modern Guatemalan society. --World Literature Today The Mastermind teems with the pulse of daily life in the tropics: the sights and sounds, the
smells and tastes. He takes millionaires, whores, provocateurs, hit men, bankers with deep pockets, and political agendas, and weaves them into a
dazzling tapestry. What befalls those driven by hubris--the writing on the wall, a fall from the heights to the depths--are part of the pattern, the
biblical tales of warning, the consequences that cannot be avoided.Unger is the poet of his complicated homeland.How fortunate we are that when
Unger speaks for them, his words soar. --American Book Review Unger has given us not just a riveting portrait of a bizarre series of events, but a
window onto the ethical challenges we all face. --Review: Literature and Arts of the Americas The corruption and hopelessness of modern
Guatemalan politics interfere in the life of a womanizing lawyer in this engaging novel.Through the lens of Guillermo s doomed relationship, Unger
successfully evokes the tragedy and futility of life in Guatemala in a raw and unforgettable novel. --Publishers Weekly This novel by Guatemalan-
born Unger (The Price of Escape, 2011) offers a compelling portrait of a country shattered by government corruption, civil war, mass murder, drug
cartels, ordinary street crime, inequality, desperate poverty, and even the effects of globalization.The rich but tragic sense of place Unger develops
in this intriguing literary thriller...
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