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NATIONAL TRUST, United Kingdom, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. Alfriston Clergy House has a special
place in the history of architectural conservation and of the National Trust - it was the embryonic charity s first building, bought for GBP10 in 1896.
Had the Trust s efforts to save it failed, the future of many other buildings would have been in greater jeopardy. Built between 1370 and 1450, the
three-bay Sussex hall-house was used to accommodate clergy at the nearby " cathedral of the Downs , as St Andrew s church in Alfriston is known,
but was later rented out as a source of income for the church. The book describes the tireless efforts of Alfriston s vicar to save the building, first
involving the Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings before it advised approaching the National Trust. For decades the house was let to Sir
Robert Witt, co-founder of today s Art Fund and the Courtauld Institute of Art, as a weekend retreat before being opened to. Sections describe the
development of the house, the delightful garden and its wildlife bordering the River Cuckmere.
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