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*xxx Excerpt from Frank Norris, 1870-1902: An Intimate Sketch of the Man Who Was Universally Acclaimed the Greatest American Writer of His
Generation His earliest ventures into literature were more to provide a vehicle for his illustrations than for any interest he had in writing itself. Thus it
was that his first novel, Robert d Artois, was written, - a crude amateurish effort that bore little evidence that he was ever to become a great author.
But he loved story-telling, and his imagination knew no limitations. My earliest recollections are of the endless and involved stories of love and
chivalry that he wove about my lead soldiers, to my never-failing enchantment and delight. There were several thousands of these soldiers, and
each captain and lieutenant had a name and history of his own. In these stories there was an utter disregard of historical accuracy and sequence.
Thus the Veiled Prophet of Khorassan, the Cid and Khedive, Machiavelli and Corbullo the Saxon all lived and had their being together in this
miniature world of lead. There were eleven years between our ages, and it is impossible to suppose that my brother found any lasting amusement in
entertaining one so much younger than himself. Rather, | fancy, it was his interest in his own mental processes, and in the fantastic situations he
devised. He would spend hours fashioning wonderful cannon, out of the thick handles of his paint-brushes, and the sides of cigar-boxes. These were
painted ivory black with red trimmings, and christened The Spitfire, and The Peacemaker. He drew maps of the two countries continually at war,
Sparta and Rome, dividing them into provinces, carefully marking the rivers and...
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