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international migration tend to be less reliable than data on fertility and mortality. Statistics on international migration can be improved on the
basis of a comparison of data from diBerent countries. If emigration statistics of a sending country are compared with the corresponding
immigration statistics of receiving countries, one can estimate to what extent emigration statistics may underestimate the true migration flows.
DiBerent types of migrants, such as labour migrants, family migrants and asylum seekers, react diBerently to economic, political and cultural
developments. Therefore for making assumptions about future Changes in migration it is useful to distinguish immigration and emigration by type
of migrant. For making assumptions about future changes in fertility it is useful to compare the current pattern of fertility in diBerent countries with
that in one 'forerunner' country. In many countries the average age at childbearing can be expected to increase, but it will make a diBerence
whether this is caused by a decrease in the fertility of very young women, an increase in fertility around...
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