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the 175th Annual Session of the Baptist State Convention of North Carolina: Lawrence Joel Memorial Coliseum, Winston-Salem, North Carolina,
November 14-16, 2005 The Convention is 175 years old and growing strong, with the unabashed exuberance of a child still in awe of what God is
doing among us. Our total number of churches surpassed for the first time and we planted 103 new churches. Starting new churches is our most
effective evangelism and growth strategy and we intend to stay focused on this work. Cooperative Program Missions Giving increased and gifts met
the budget, stopping a two - year decline in which receipts were lower than the previous year. In mid year Jim Royston retired from convention work
to return to the pastorate, this time at First Baptist Church, Mooresville. His neighboring pastor, Robert Jackson of Peninsula Baptist Church in
Mooresville, was named to chair a search committee for a new Executive director-treasurer. Robert Jackson presented my name to a special called
convention session on April 11, 2006 and North Carolina Baptists elected me to this office, from where | gladly serve. | pledge to you my ceaseless
labor, my constant prayer, my enduring love and my endless efforts to lead our convention of autonomous churches to become the greatest force
in our history for reaching people with the message of the Gospel. | encourage each church to adopt the 1-3 - 6 Challenge to increase your
Cooperative Program Missions Giving one percentage point over the next three years. That would give North Carolina Baptists mission efforts an
additional $6 million annually with which to work. You are a great people on an important march through history. I m...
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