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parliament, but through the whole kingdom; compare these glorious distinctions with the ambition of holding a share in government, the
emoluments of a place, the sale of a borough, or the purchase of a corporation; and though you may not regret the virtues which create respect,
you may see, with anguish, how much real importance and authority you have lost. Consider the character of an independent, virtuous Duke of
Bedford; imagine what he might be in this country, then reflect one moment upon what you are. If it be possible for me to draw my attention from
the fact, I will tell you in theory what such a man might be. Conscious of his own weight and importance, his conduct in parliament would be
directed by nothing but the constitutional duty of a peer. He would consider himself as a guardian of the laws. Willing to support the just measures
of government, but determined to observe the conduct of the minister with suspicion, he would oppose the violence of faction with as much
firmness as the encroachments of prerogative. He would be as little capable of bargaining with the minister for places for himself, or his
dependants, as of descending to mix himself in the intrigues of opposition. Whenever an important question called for his opinion in parliament, he
would be heard, by the most profligate minister, with deference and respect. His authority would...
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