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Historians have long asserted that during and aGer the Hannibalic War, the Roman Republic s need to conscript men for long-term military service
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conflagrations of the late republic. Nathan Rosenstein challenges this claim, showing how Rome reconciled the needs of war and agriculture
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had critical demographic consequences that have gone unrecognized by previous historians: heavy military mortality paradoxically helped sustain
a dramatic increase in the birthrate, ultimately leading to overpopulation and landlessness.
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