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word and its components. I hope these brief reflections shed new light on old, familiar passages and illuminate the way through new ones. I also
hope these pieces will prove to be springboards to new and creative meditation for readers, pastors, and preachers, and that they will find within
these pieces an extra buoyancy for each day. Lastly, I hope these thoughts will flow like fresh, living waters through days of fast and feast, bringing
refreshment. from the Preface In his accompanying volume to Brightest and Best: A Companion to the Lesser Feasts and Fasts, Sam Portaro o@ers
meditations for each of the weekdays for the seasons of Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Holy Week, and Easter. Following the lectionary texts for
each day, he focuses on the seasonal themes of incarnation, manifestation, su@ering, redemption, and resurrection, showing how the eternal truths
of the gospel shed light on the ordinary and extraordinary events of our lives. Solidly grounded in the prayers and scriptures of these seasonal
liturgies, Portaro s meditations bring fresh and powerful sometimes pointed insights for those who follow the daily readings and prayers of these
days of the weeks in the church year as found in Lesser Feasts and Fasts.
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