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tradition that enabled them to challenge state formation for centuries. By creating an alternate record of their past through songs and stories, the
Meos were able to successfully retain a degree of cultural sovereignty. But their quest for autonomy was stigmatized, even criminalized, while
histories-written by the literate, ruling elite-transformed ethnic prejudice into historical fact. This pioneering study, based on a decade of intensive
research, explores the Meo community through their oral tradition, revealing sophisticated modes of collective memory and self-governance.
Against History, Against State reveals the remarkable complexity and resilience of a transgressive culture that has survived on the margins of
Hinduism and Islam.
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