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By Linda Simon

Reaktion Books, United Kingdom, 2014. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New
Book. Dazzling, clamorous and exotic, the circus is a theatre of the improbable and impossible.
From the days of travelling troupes of acrobats and jugglers to the grand spectacle of the Cirque du
Soleil, the circus has exerted an indelible fascination. Of all our myths of reinvention, rebirth, second
acts and new identities, running away to join the circus has a special allure. In this book Linda
Simon asks why we long to soar on the flying trapeze; to ride bareback on a spangled horse; to
parade through city streets in costumes of glitter and gold. Why have artists and writers repeatedly
or obsessively taken the circus as their subject? What does the circus offer us that we think we so
desperately need? The Greatest Shows on Earth takes us from eighteenth-century hippodromes in
Britain to intimate one-ring circuses in nineteenth-century Paris, where Toulouse-Lautrec and
Picasso became enchanted by aerialists and clowns. We meet P. T. Barnum, James Bailey and the
enterprising Ringling Brothers, who created the golden age of American circuses. We explore
contemporary transformations of the circus, from the whimsical Circus Oz in Australia to...
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ReviewsReviews

This publication is definitely worth purchasing. Yes, it is actually engage in, nevertheless an amazing and interesting literature. You can expect to like just
how the author write this publication.
-- O die Dicki-- O die Dicki

An incredibly great ebook with lucid and perfect explanations. It is actually rally fascinating throgh studying period of time. It is extremely diDicult to leave
it before concluding, once you begin to read the book.
-- Josef ina  Yundt-- Josef ina  Yundt
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