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feebleness and treachery were uniting to yield whatever defiant rebellion might demand, and good men everywhere were ready to despair of the
Republic. For ten weeks of that winter of national agony and shame, with patriotism that never wavered, and courage that never quailed, this true
American, happily not wholly alone, stood manfully at his post between the living and the dead, gave what nerve he could to timid and trembling
imbecility, and met the secret plotters of their country s ruin with an undaunted front, until before that resolute presence the demons of treason and
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