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the Department of Agriculture: For the Year Ending November 30, 1922 The business of farming in Massachusetts has made very distinct progress in
the last few years. This is a result of activities of the various educational and other agencies which have done admirable work in the encouragement
and assistance to agriculture during many years past. It is also due to an increased freight rate which has given the farmers of New England a
better competitive advantage with the farmers from the West and the South. Very noticeable changes are taking place in Massachusetts agriculture.
Instead of old-fashioned generalized farming the recent tendency has been toward specialization and the adaptation of a system of farming to our
condition of land and markets which is best fitted to bring about maximum returns and produce, in many instances, a fair profit. The future of
farming in Massachusetts lies in the raising of high-quality products. In considerable measure the expensive hand operations are being replaced by
the use of modern machinery. This specialization calls for greater skill on the part of the farmer in production and marketing. Through educational
agencies he is acquiring this skill in greater degree, particularly during the last few years. Farmers meetings no longer deal with the fundamental,
and, in many instances, elementary farming problems which have now become well known, but are concerned with technical problems of a high
order. Meetings of farmers for the discussion of these problems compare very favorably with groups of other business men for the discussion of
their problems. Relations with Other Agricultural Agencies. There are many agencies at work for assistance to the farmer. The most effective of
these are made...
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