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Book ***** Print on Demand *****.From the PREFACE. IN presenting this condensed biography of England s one and only Alfred, the writer wishes it
to be understood that it is intended primarily for that large section of the public who, while desiring to be duly posted in current topics, have little
time for reading exhaustive treatises, even upon the most important and interesting subjects, outside their own proper spheres of activity. His aim
has been to give such a glimpse of the man (whose name is at present upon so many tongues) and of his times as shall convey to the reader, not
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confessed tendency abroad to regard our first and greatest national hero rather as a myth than as a veritable man. As regards Tradition, it may be
objected that it scarce deserves a place in History. The writer thinks otherwise. Where there is smoke there is fire. These old tales give us, if not facts,
at least the impression which the actors and their acts made upon the minds of those who lived nearest them in time and place. Properly
considered, therefore, Tradition may present, as a realistic eDort, a more vital idea of a subject than the hard mosaic of History. The writer has
carefully collated the ancient authorities with modern critics. Among the former the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, of course, ranks first in importance;
while Asser s Life of Alfred is a good second. Among the latter, Mr. Thomas Hughes and Mr. Freeman have been especially suggestive. The writer also
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