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****%* Print on Demand *****.Born in Cincinnati, Ohio, Dorothy Dottie Kamenshek was only nine years old when her father died of pneumonia. An
only child, she was encouraged by her mother to stay active during the day while her mother worked. Dottie filled her time playing baseball with the
other neighborhood boys and girls. She enjoyed the game and became very good at it. She dreamed of becoming a nurse for the US Army, but
World War Il was raging, and Dottie s mother wouldn t let her enlist while the United States was at war. The war affected every area of people s lives,
including how they spent their leisure time. By the fall of 1942, many minor league baseball teams were forced to disband because so many young
men had been drafted into the armed services. There was concern that the war might continue, and Major League Baseball parks across the
country would face financial collapse. In 1943, Philip Wrigley, the owner of Wrigley s Chewing Gum and the Chicago Cubs, was looking for a way to
keep the baseball parks in business. He founded the All-American Girls Professional Baseball League (AAGPBL). The League sent out scouts and set
up tryouts in dozens of major cities. Hundreds of women from all over the USA and Canada tried out to play in the new league. Of these, only 280
were invited to the final tryouts in Chicago, where sixty were chosen to become the first women ever to play professional baseball. Dottie s
exceptional skills were noticed by a scout for the AAGPBL when she was seventeen years old. She was one of thirty girls from her area...
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