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Inspection Made by Generals Rusling and Hazen I have examined into the question of shipping the supplies from the termini of the railroads, instead
of here and Omaha, and think it impracticable this season: first, because of the short distances reached by the roads thus far; second, because the
bulk of supplies required have already gone forward; and third, because of the want of accommodations for supplies, as yet, at the termini of the
roads. But all this should change next spring; and can, at a large saving to the government, as I think. The plan I suggest is this: to send forward a.
Depot quartermaster and station him at the terminus of each road, wherever that may be, early in the spring. Give him tents, teams, mechanics,
laborers, and lumber for temporary sheds, or storehouses, and require him to push on from month to month, as the road advances, the same as
depot quartermasters in the field during the war established and changed their depots. His stock on hand should never be large, but should be
replenished from time to time from Leavenworth or Omaha, which he could strike by telegraph, as supplies were wanted. In other words, I would
institute the same plan precisely as worked so success fully during the Atlanta campaign, when Nashville and Chattanooga were the great depots,
and Dalton, Kingston, Marietta, were the shipping depots, and supplied from day to day, as Sherman indicated. I see no difiiculty whatever in doing
this, and the saving to the government, by the...
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