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Forgotten Books, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from Gain and Loss of
Moisture in Large Forest Fuels Log moisture content did not provide a usable index of seasonal, monthly, or current fire danger severity. There are
two main reasons for the failure (1) fire danger, as now measured, is based upon the moisture content of fine fuels, which respond to weather much
more rapidly than logs, and (2) two logs of approximately the same size had such different moisture contents at one time and from one time to
another that the results from one were not comparable with the results from the other. Log moisture was found to decrease continuously, almost
without regard to midsummer rain, from the last decade of June, which received approximately inch of rain, to the first decade after August 15 that
received a similar amount. Rain falling between June 25 and August 15 had practically-no lasting effect upon log moisture content. Fire danger, in
fuel types which include much pole and log-sized fuel, can be expected to increase greatly between July 10 and August 15 because of constant
moisture losses. The present system of fire danger measurement makes no allowance for any intensification of the cumulative factor of danger
during this period. The evidence indicates that the two main factors which determine how dry a log will become are its moisture content at the
beginning of the summer desiccation period, and the length of the desiccation period. The log moisture at the beginning of the period will depend to
a large extent on the amount of spring rain. It is therefore believed that a good index of the inflammability of large fuels during late season can be
worked out on the basis of the amount...
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