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Exploring the Religious Life

By Rodney Stark

Johns Hopkins University Press. Hardback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Exploring the
Religious Life, Rodney Stark, Though religion is for most people one of the most important aspects
of their lives, social scientists and other observers of human society too often misunderstand and
misrepresent the nature and role of religion in history and in daily life. From the supposed decline
of religious attitudes in Western Europe and the venal motivations attributed to the Christian
Crusaders to the very definition of religion, personal biases and an inadequate grasp of relevant
data have led to the formulation and propagation of unsupportable views on the sacred. In
Exploring the Religious Life, Rodney Stark boldly overturns much received wisdom within the social
sciences about religion, drawing on a wide range of sources to reassess a diverse selection of topics
in the study of religion. In his first essay, Stark addresses the carelessness with which scholars use
the term religion and the conviction that the belief in divinity evolved from the practice of magic in
primitive cultures. In subsequent chapters, he challenges the widespread attitude among social
scientists that religion is nothing more than a mask for material realities and examines the
effectiveness of religious...
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Thorough information! Its such a excellent read. It is really simplistic but unexpected situations within the fifty percent of your pdf. Once you begin to read
the book; it is extremely difficult to leave it before concluding.
-- Johnathon Moore

Very helpful to all of group of people. It is one of the most incredible pdf i have study. | am very easily could possibly get a satisfaction of studying a
published ebook.
-- Gust Kuphal
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