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so little exploited for purposes of American history as those of Rome and Italy. With these considerations in view, Dr. Carl Russell Fish, professor of
history in the University of Wisconsin, was asked to give his aid to the Department of Historical Research as a Research Associate of the Carnegie
Institution, and to undertake the preparation of the following manual. His work in Italy began in September, 1908, his labors in Rome in October of
that year, and he left the country at the beginning of August, 1909. That an exhaustive search of all the materials bearing on American history in the
vast archives of the Roman Church, and in those of Italy, could not be achieved within the period of time indicated will, if not obvious beforehand,
be plain to anyone who reads Professor Fish s explanations. The plan which he followed, and which is set forth on a later page, was adopted as
offering the best solution of the...
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