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language: English, comment: Kommentar der Dozentin: My only secure with the essay is that it is very short indeed (well under the recommended
length for a pro-seminar work). It is a pity: more illustrations would have certainly given you a first class essay. , abstract: One of the most
important questions of development politics is what development actually means and how you can measure it. Although nobody will seriously
dispute the fact that development has an important political dimension it is usually the economy which is in the focus of multinational
organizations as for example the IMF or the Worldbank. The most important indicator for economic prosperity is the Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
respectively the GNP which is a close relative. In fact the Worldbank defines developing countries as countries with low or middle levels of GNP per
capita (Worldbank Glossary). This shows the tremendous importance the GNP has for the work of the Worldbank. In the following essay the value of
the GDP as an indicator for development will be assessed. It will be shown that it is a valuable indicator under certain conditions, but that it is clearly
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