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the Military Department in the Landgrant CollegesMy purpose in calling attention to these conditions is partly to raise an objection to this lack of
uniformity. | think that it is improper that schools which receive the same bounty should requite this bounty in such very different measure. But the
more important part of my purpose is to call attention to a much more serious matter, viz, the wrong mental attitude which most of these schools
assume toward military instruction, in the fact that they give as little of it as they think will pass muster. | deplore the loss to the students, and the
schools, and the Nation from this faulty conception of what the military provisions of the Morrill Act are capable of accomplishing, if administered
with sympathy and wisdom. It seems to me that many of us are not giving a good stewardship of the talent which has been put into our hands.
Especially do | desire to convince this body that we as executives of engineering schools are failing seriously to take hold of and make effective use
of one of the very best tools in our whole educational kit. The chief motive for the insertion of the military-drill requirement in the Morrill Act was
probably to strengthen our feeble military preparedness by the creation of a body of educated citizen soldiery which in time of war would become
an asset of great importance to us. It was evidently inspired by the serious shortage of persons fit to become officers in the Civil War, which was then
in progress, and the terrible suffering of our troops, due to the incompetence and inexperience of their...
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