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General Plan--Grant Makes A Plan For Himself--Acts Contrary To The Advice Of His Generals, And Takes The Responsibility--Army Moves To New
Carthage--Midnight Passage Of The Gun-boats--Army Crosses The Mississippi--Battle Of Port Gibson--Fall Of Grand Gulf--Battles Of RayMond, Of
Jackson, Of Champions Hill, And Of Big Black--Grants Military Genius--Rebel Errors--Vicksburg Invested--Inefficiency Of Johnston--SurRender Of
Vicksburg. THE Government had planned a cooperative expedition, under Banks, to proceed up the Mississippi, capture Port Hudson, and unite with
Grant in an investment of Vicksburg. This plan had two essential defects: one, that it divided our forces without any probable advantage; and the
other, that Port Hudson was in the way of the cooperation, which place Banks might not find easier to take than Grant did Vicksburg. This turned
out to be the fact. Banks had forty thousand, with all of Farraguts fleet. On the 14th of March Farragut attacked the rebel batteries at Port Hudson,
and after a terrible bombardment, of several hours duration, was compelled to retire. 1 How was Banks to cooperate 1 Rebellion Record, Vol. VI,
page 55. The fact was, that Banks, at a subsequent period, attacked Port Hudson and failed; that place fell only as a sequel to the capture of
Vicksburg. The Government, however, thought a good deal of this idea. On the 2d of April, Halleck wrote to Grant, using these words: What is most
desired (and your attention is again...
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