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therefore likewise a state of this M; and, by means of this state, M is necessitated according to its own nature to produce a succeeding state 0, which
makes its appearance as a state of b, but which is in truth a state of this M, by means of which its preceding modification M(y) is changed. EGicient
causation, therefore, actually takes place, but it takes place only apparently between the two finite beings as such. In truth, the Absolute proCHANGE
EFFECTED BY THE INFINITE. 73 duces the eGect upon itself, since by virtue of the unity and consistency of its own Being it cannot be aGected with the
state with which it is aGected as the being a, without likewise being aGected with the succeeding state in the being b, --a state which appears to our
observation as an eGect of a on b. It is true that the manner in which it comes to pass, that even within the one Infinite Being one state brings about
another, remains still wholly unexplained; and on this point we must not deceive ourselves. How it is in general that causal action is produced is as
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