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City Lights Books, United States, 2013. Paperback. Condition: New. Trade Paperback. Language: English . Brand New Book. A Los Angeles Times s
and Southern California Indie Bookseller Association s Bestseller! Los Angeles Stories is a collection of loosely linked, noir-ish tales that evoke a
bygone era in one of America s most iconic cities. In post-World War Il Los Angeles, as power was concentrating and fortunes were being made, a
do-it-yourself culture of cool cats, outsiders, and oddballs populated the old downtown neighborhoods of Bunker Hill and Chavez Ravine. Ordinary
working folks rubbed elbows with petty criminals, grifters, and all sorts of women at foggy end-of-the-line outposts in Venice Beach and Santa
Monica. Rich with the essence and character of the times, suffused with the patois of the city s underclass, these are stories about the common
people of Los Angeles, a sunny place for shady people, and the strange things that happen to them. Musicians, gun shop owners, streetwalkers,
tailors, door-to-door salesmen, drifters, housewives, dentists, pornographers, new arrivals, and hard-bitten denizens all intersect in cleverly plotted
stories that center around some kind of shadowy activity. This quirky love letter to a lost way of life will appeal to fans of hard-boiled fiction and
anyone interested in the city itself. Taken as a whole, this collection offers a panoramic view of a rapidly changing Los Angeles and its immigrant
communities, rich in period detail and idiomatic dialogue, sometimes based on Cooder s own memories of growing up in the same neighborhoods
in which the stories are often set. --Uncut Magazine Cooder shouldn t stop making records. He should keep writing, too. --Rolling Stones The stories
of Ry Cooder are a lot like his music: stately, precise, well constructed; they grab you by the throat, quietly, and never let go. --Andrew...
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