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*****.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book
(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1901 edition. Excerpt: . THE CHOIR The administration of the choir and its music is
conceded to be in most of our American churches a diBicult problem. The mere discussion of phases of this problem has oCen proved distressingly
provocative of serious diBerences of opinion, of many bitter feelings, and of some out-andout quarrels. Hence the fugitive anecdotes and squibs in
the public press relating to church music usually turn on some aspect of the assumed incompatibility of choirs with that for which churches exist, or
of churches with that for which choirs think themselves to exist. Hence ministers of wide experience oCen advise special caution in dealing with this
subject, and their younger brethren are either hopelessly timid about it or are bold only with the proud recklessness of youth. Hence in certain
parishes there appears a peculiar sensitiveness concerning all choir matters, traceable to the memory of some ancient contest that disturbed the
peace or perhaps scandalized the community. In many places are found leading music teachers who have skilfully manipulated the local choirs and
their policy for their own professional aggrandizement, apparently regarding the churches on this side as fair game for the cleverest hunter. In
other cases we find that good musicians have grown weary of trying to preserve self-respect as choir managers, and hence have withdrawn from
all active connection with church music. The choir usages of our churches vary indefinitely. Some have no choir music, or only a little of an...
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