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long-term trend assessment. Data from A boxplot diagram ( see half-title page for Appen the 1960s were not used in trend analyses because dix A )
summarizes the distribution of a data set and is there were too few data ( a total of four analyses ) for useful for comparing several related data
sets, such as nitrate data by decades or selected ranges of years. The trend comparisons. The 1990s data also were divided into sets of boxplot box
shows the upper quartile ( 75th percen selected years corresponding to Statewide GW-QW tile ), median ( 50th percentile ), and lower quartile ( 25th
Program sampling cycles1991 through 1994, 1995 percentile ) of data. One and one-half ( 1. 5) times the through 1998, and a partial cycle, 1999
through 2000, height of the box ( 75th percentile to 25th percentile ) is dened as a step. Lines extending above and below for short-term trend
assessment. During 1991, the rst year of the Statewide Programs initial 4-year sampling the box ( whiskers ) are 1 step away from the box. cycle,
water samples were collected for laboratory Blue circles on the diagram represent values between 1 analyses from approximately 400 wells
throughout and 2 steps above or below the box, and orange circles Idaho. Each year of the 4-year sampling cycle, samples represent values more
than 2 steps above or below the from 400 additional wells were analyzed and, by the box. nal year of the sampling cycle, 1994,...
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